
 

 

 

Tourism Professional of the Year and Tourism Scholarship Recipients Named 

at 2019 Newport News Tourism Appreciation Luncheon 

Newport News, VA, May 10, 2019 – The Newport News Tourism Professional of the Year and two 

scholarship recipients were announced at the annual Newport News Tourism Appreciation Luncheon May 

8 at the Virginia War Museum.   

William Rudolph, who works as Chief Engineer with the Holiday Inn Express and Suites, was named the 

“Gregory Cherry Tourism Professional of the Year,” while Tyler Hollins and Ryan Cook were awarded 

Newport News Hospitality Association scholarships of $1,000 each. 

Newport News Mayor McKinley Price presented the awards during the luncheon, hosted by Newport 

News Tourism in celebration of National Travel & Tourism Week. 

According to the nomination letter written for the Tourism Professional of the Year, William Rudolph is 

always ready to lead his team in completing any and all challenges and is a wonderful example of a team 

player. He has been known to jump in whenever and wherever help is needed, from housekeeping to the 

front desk.  The nomination goes on to say that Rudolph is often heard giving hotel guests dining, 

shopping, and sightseeing recommendations. Rudolph has worked at his job in maintenance at the 

Holiday Inn Express for more than eight years. What a great ambassador for Newport News!     

The “Gregory Cherry Tourism Professional of the Year Award” is given annually to a hospitality 

industry employee who demonstrates superior customer service while also promoting travel and tourism 

in the city. It was named in memory of Gregory Cherry, a former travel counselor at the Newport News 

Visitor Center and owner of the James A. Fields House, who died in 2007.  

Since 2008, the Newport News Hospitality Association has awarded college scholarships annually to 

students interested in careers in travel & tourism or hospitality management. The students can either be 

high school seniors living and going to school in Newport News or they can be adults already working in 

the Newport News hospitality industry who are enrolled in or plan to take classes in travel & tourism.  

About scholarship recipient Tyler Hollins: Newport News resident Tyler Hollins is a 2015 graduate of 

Denbigh High School. After graduation, she started working at the Courtyard by Marriott in Newport 

News. Tyler said her work there went from being “just a job” to something she really enjoyed. Tyler said 

that over time, she began to meet people from various cultural backgrounds and, to quote Tyler, “It felt 

like traveling to different parts of the world without having to buy the plane tickets!” Eventually, Tyler 

enrolled at Thomas Nelson Community College to pursue an Associate’s degree in Hospitality. In 2018, 

she transferred to Norfolk State University, where she has a 3.1 grade point average, and is majoring in 

Tourism and Hospitality. Currently, Tyler works the front desk as a Guest Service Representative with the 



 

 

Courtyard by Marriott in Greenbrier. In the future, she would like to work in hotel sales.  

About scholarship recipient Ryan Cook: Ryan, a 2016 graduate of Gloucester High School, received a 

Career-Studies Certificate in Basic Networking and Cyber Security from Rappahannock Community 

College this spring. While taking cyber security courses, Ryan began working as a shuttle driver at the 

Holiday Inn Newport News – Hampton. In his application for the scholarship, Ryan wrote, “I want to 

combine what I am learning at the Holiday Inn with my degree to enable me to apply it to the hospitality 

field when I graduate.” Ryan plans to pursue a Bachelor’s Degree in Cyber and Network Security at ECPI 

University, where he will enroll in the fall. He said it is important to him to work in a field that he will 

enjoy. He ended his application essay with these words: “And I think cyber security – focused on the 

hospitality field – fills that need and interest for me!” 
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Photo #1: William Rudolph, Chief Engineer with the Holiday Inn Express & Suites, who received the Gregory 

Cherry Tourism Professional of the Year Award. Rudolph is pictured with Newport News Mayor McKinley Price 

and Councilwoman Saundra Cherry.  

Photo #2: William Rudolph with his Gregory Cherry Tourism Professional of the Year Award. 

Photo #3: Ryan Cook (left) with Newport News Mayor McKinley Price (center), and Tyler Hollins (right). Cook 

and Hollins were the recipients of scholarships given by the Newport News Hospitality Association. 

  


